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Dear Colleague,

Universal Primary Free School Meal Provision for Nursery Age Pupils

The final roll-out of Universal Primary Free School Meals (UPFSM) concluded in Rhondda Cynon Taf in April 2024, ahead of Welsh Governments deadline of September 2024.

Since the roll out commenced in September 2022, nursery age pupils’ entitlement to UPFSM has been the term following their 4th birthday, which is in accordance with the Council’s admission policy. The UPFSM funding grant conditions stipulated eligible nursery pupils are those who attend local authority funded nursery provision on a full-time basis (morning and afternoon sessions) and not nursery provision funded part-time by the local authority and part-time by the schools delegated budget.

However, we have recently received confirmation from Welsh Government that from September 2024 pupils attending nursery education on a full-time basis, irrespective how it is funded are eligible to receive UPFSM.

To clarify, from September 2024, the only pupils ineligible to receive UPFSM are confirmed below and will require the exception added in SIMS:-
	Year Group
	Ineligible Reason

	N1 (Pre-Nursery)
	Pupil Aged 3 and Part-Time

	N2 (Nursery)
	Pupil Aged 3 and Part-Time



I would be grateful if you can advise the parents/carers of nursery aged pupils starting full-time education in September 2024 of these changes.




Attached is an advice note on how to record Nursery UPFSM in SIMS. If you have any queries regarding this correspondence, please email the SIMS Helpdesk on ESS@rctcbc.gov.uk or telephone 01443 744081.


Yours sincerely
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Business Manager for Catering Services
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RHONDDA CYNON TAF

Addysg a Gwasanaethau Cynhwysiant/Education and Inclusion Services Ffén/Tel: 01443 744000
Canolfan Menter y Cymoedd, Parc Hen Lofa’r Navigation, Abercynon CF45 4SN

Valleys Innovation Centre, Navigation Park, Abercynon CF45 4SN

Gaynor Davies

Cyfarwyddwr Addysg a Gwasanaethau Cynhwysiant | Director of Education and Inclusion Services

Dewiswch iaith a diwyg eich dogfen | Available in alternative formats and languages
Croesawn ohebu yn Gymraeg a fydd gohebu yn y Gymraeg ddim yn arwain at oedi. Rhowch wybod inni beth yw'ch dewis iaith e.e Cymraeg neu'n ddwyieithog.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh and corresponding with us in Welsh will not lead to a delay. Let us know your language choice if Welsh or bilingual.
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